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HITCHIN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TEE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  1943. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  following  are  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1943* 
STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 

3850 
5312 
£138,909 
; £560 


Birth  Rate 


16*9 


Still  Birth  Rate 


0*4 


Death  Rate 

9*8 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1000  births) 
34-7 


The  vital  statistics  of  the  town  are  very  good  this  year,  and  reflect 
great  credit  on  all  concerned,  especially  in  view  of  the  overcrowded  state  of  many 
houses.  Feeding,  the  general  attention  given  by  the  unremitting  faithful  work  of 
Doctors  and  Nurses,  and  the  greater  level  of  knowledge  of  hygiene  and  attention  to 
real  health  measures,  such  as  the  Swimming  Bath,  accounts  for  much  of  this  result. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : - 


Tuberculosis  (of  Respiratory  System)  7 

(other  forms)  A 

Influenza  if 

Malignant  Disease  31 

Circulatory  Disease  63 

Respiratory  Disease  22 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  2 

Prematurity  and  Congenital  Causes  5 


There  were  no  deaths  from  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases,  including 
measles  and  whooping  oough,  or  from  any  condition  associated  with  maternity. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 


Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate 

130 

170 

320 

Illegitimate 

14 

11 

25 

164 

181 

345 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

9 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

95 

105 

200 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 

UNDER 

ONE  YEAR 

OF  AGE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

3 

- 

3 

9 

3 

12 

1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  yaar:  - 


Scarlet  Fever 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

Diphtheria 

6 

Erysipelas 

6 

Measles 

285 

Pneumonia 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

IK 

None  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  had  been  previously  immunised. 

During  the  year  there  was  a widespread  epidemic  of  Measles,  fortunately, 
however,  most  of  the  cases  were  not  severe. 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  cases  were  in  Maternity  Homes  in  the  district,  and 
considering  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  these  Homes,  the  results  were  very 
satisfactory. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

This  is  carried  out  every  week  in  the  School  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics, 
and  has  proceeded  steadily  during  the  year.  The  results  seem  to  be  good, 

GENERAL 


The  state  of  vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  not  good,  and  if  this  disease 
gets  a hold,  very  immediate  action  will  require  to  be  taken. 

The  state  of  Housing  is  a pressing  one,  and  requires  alleviation  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment, 

I remain, 

I coir  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  NORMAN  MACFADYEN,  M.B.  , D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


2 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1943 


G-entlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  seoond  Annual  Report  upon  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  ending  December  31st  1943. 

Many  housing  defects  and  nuisances  were  remedied  during 
the  year  by  informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  but  again  owing 
to  the  present  difficulty  as  regards  labour  and  materials,  it  has  not  been 
possible  for  any  appreciable  amount  of  work  to  be  oarried  out  under  the 
Housing  Act. 

I have  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  of  the  Council's 
officials  for  their  co-cperation  during  the  year. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  N.  HOLT,  M.S.I.A. , A.R.SAN.I. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  VISITS  AND  NOTICES  SERVED 

DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st  194-3. 


NATURE  OP  VISIT  OR  INSPECTION 


GENERAL  SANITATION; 


HOUSING: 


INPECTIOUS  DISEASES: 


MEAT  AND  POOD 

INSPECTION : 


NOTICES  SERVED: 


Water  Supply  1 

Drainage  176 

Stables  and  Piggeries  1 

Pried  Pish  Shops  11 

Common  Lodging  Houses  2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  2 

Factories  6 

Outworkers  5 

Bakehouses  21 

Public  Conveniences  8 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  2 

Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection  106 

Refuse  Disposal  18 

Rats  and  Mice  94 

Schools  1 4 

Shops  4 

Employment  Agencies  2 

Petroleum  Installations  14 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  188 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Number  of  houses  Inspected  292 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  570 

UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS 

Number  of  houses  Inspected  2 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  2 

OVERCROWDING 

Number  of  houses  Inspected  69 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  79 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Number  of  houses  Inspected  28 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  44 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  I.D.  32 

Visits  re  disinfection  58 

Miscellaneous  I.D,  visits  31 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Scabies  3 


INSPECTION  OP  MEAT 


Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  559 
Visits  to  Butchers  72 
Visits  to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  17 
Visits  to  Grocers  87 
Visits  to  Cowsheds  21 
Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  121 
Visits  to  Pood  Preparing  premises  12 

VISITS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SAMPLING 

Milk  - Bacteriological  34 
Milk  - Tuberole  Baoilli  4 

Number  of  Informal  notices  served  152 
Number  of  Informal  notices  complied  with  130 
Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  4 
Number  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  2 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


There  are  three  cowkeepers  and  milk  producers , and  ten  retail  purveyors 
of  milk  registered  in  the  Urban  District. 

Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

Two  milk  purveyors  hold  an  annual  Dealer's  Bottling  Licence  to  use  the 
designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  in  relation  to  milk  bottled  by  them  at  their 
respective  dairies,  two  purveyors  an  annual  Dealer's  Retailing  Licence  to  use  the 
designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  in  relation  to  milk  retailed  by  them  within  the  Urban 
District,  and  another  purveyor  holds  a Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  designation 
"Pasteurised"  in  relation  to  milk  retailed  in  Hitchin. 

During  the  year  39  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  with  the  following  results 


No,  of 

Class  of  Milk 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 

Coliform  Test 

Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

25 

Ungraded 

18 

7 

17 

8 

10 

Accredited 

8 

2 

8 

2 

4 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

1 

1 

3 

It  will  be  seen  that  29  samples  out  of  39  or  74*3$  satisfied  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test,  and  26  samples  out  of  39  or  66$  satisfied  the  Coliform  Test. 

During  the  year  a new  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme  has  been 
developed  throughout  the  country  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Milk 
delivered  from  fams,  after  being  sampled  and  tested,  is  placed  into  three  categories 
aooording  to  its  keeping  quality,  i.e.  (a)  Market  Milk,  (b)  Salvage  Milk,  and  (c) 
Rejected  Milk.  Milk  is  purchased  at  the  usual  price  in  the  case  of  (a)  and  at  a 
salvage  price  in  the  case  of  (b) . No  price  is  paid  for  milk  in  category  (c). 

The  milk  is  tested  by  a test  known  as  the  Resazurin  Test,  and  unsatisfactory 
results  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  County  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee 
in  which  the  producer's  premises  are  situated.  The  latter  Committee  then  oause  a 
visit  to  be  paid  to  the  premises  in  order  to  ascertain  why  the  milk  is  defective  and 
suggest  a remedy. 


I have  assisted  the  Area  Supervisor  under  the  above  Scheme  with  the  taking 
of  samples,  and  335  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  with  the  fallowing  results. 


Category  A 

(Market  Milk) 

212 

Category  B 

(Salvage  Milk) 

69 

Category  C 

(Rejected  Milk) 

24 

INSPECTION 

OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

During  the  period  of  the  War,  animals  are  being  slaughtered  at 

two  Govern- 

ment  slaughterhouses,  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food, 

and  at 

the  Herts.  & Beds. 

Co-operative  Bacon  Factory. 

The  following  table  shows 

the  number  of 

animals 

killed 

and  inspected  during 

the  year. 

Beasts 

Sheep 

Calves 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

1795 

3876 

380 

43720 

49971 

Number  inspected 

1795 

3876 

380 

43720 

49971 

Percentage  inspected 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

During  the  year  the  following  carcases,  offal,  etc.  were  found  to  be 
diseased  and  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the 
owners  and  disposed  of  so  as  not  to  be  used  for  human  consumption. 
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Tubercular 

Other  than  T.B. 

Total  Weight 

Bacon  Factory: 

No. 

Vfeight 

No. 

Weight 

in  lbs. 

Carcases  or  parts 

3330 

44352 

60 

6641 

50993 

Offal 

3455 

13699 

1996 

10102 

23801 

Total: 

6785 

58051 

2056 

1674-3 

74794 

Other  Slaughterhouses: 

Beasts  - Carcases  or  parts 

126 

11199 

19 

3115 

14314 

Offal 

422 

3998 

277 

3434 

7432 

Sheep  - Carcases  or  parts 

— 

— 

7 

223 

223 

Offal 

- 

- 

26 

45 

45 

Calves  - Carcases  or  parts 

4 

282 

7 

210 

492 

Offal 

7 

28 

- 

- 

28 

Total: 

559 

15507 

336 

7027 

22534 

GRAND  TOTAL: 

7344 

73558 

2392 

23770 

97328 

The  following  other  foodstuffs  were  also  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners,  and  disposed  of  so  as 
not  to  be  used  for  human  consumption. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

...fe-- 

lbs. 

Meat  fran  Butchers  shops 

1 

10 

2 

5 

Bacon 

15 

2 

20 

Fish 

2 

0 

2 

3 

Cheese 

3 

9 

Sugar 

2 

0 

Fleur,  Cereals,  etc. 

16 

3 

12 

Tea 

1 

0 

26 

Coffee 

2 

0 

Honey 

2 

0 

Dried  Peaches 

25 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods 

-11— 

3 

6 

Total: 

6 

1 

0 

22 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  following  tables  show  the  estimated  cost  of  Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal,  together  with  the  materials  salvaged  during  the  year. 


Number  of  Loads  collected  17 55 

Estimated  Weight  3505  Tons 

Cost  of  Collection  £1,812. 

Cost  per  Ton  10s.  Ad. 

Cost  of  Disposal  £4  95* 

Cost  per  Ton  2s.10d. 

Cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal  £2,307. 

Cost  per  Ton  of  Collection  and  Disposal  13s.  2d. 
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SALVAGE 


Weight 

Receipts 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

£ s.  d. 

PARER 

201 

17 

2 

0 

1286.  19.  3. 

METALS  - 

Baled  Tins 

74 

3 

2 

0 

93.  7.  11. 

Unbaled  Tins 

23 

3 

3 

0 

11.  12.  11. 

Cast  Iron 

8 

19 

0 

6 

26.  17.  0. 

Light  Iron 

30 

2 

3 

0 

13.  1.  4. 

Steel 

18 

1 

0 

2.  17.  6. 

Cast  Aluminium 

1 

3 

11 

3.  0.  2. 

Rolled  Aluminium 

3 

0 

6 

11.  12.  1. 

Brass 

6 

3 

8 

8.  14.  1. 

Copper 

2 

0 

20 

4.  13.  11. 

Lead 

17 

0 

13 

12.  9.  2. 

Zinc 

3 

6 

12.  10. 

Uncleaned  Metals 

1 

0 

20 

17.  8. 

Pewter 

7 

10.  6. 

Aluminium  Foil 

14 

6.  3. 

RAGS 

11 

4 

1 

19 

282.  10.  5. 

SACKING 

11 

8 

1 

0 

73.  14.  0. 

RUBBER 

11 

12 

0 

0 

28.  19.  11. 

BOTTLES 

2 

3 

2 

0 

25.  11.  11. 

JARS 

9 

19 

0 

0 

56.  7.  4. 

DRY  BATTERIES 

13 

0 

0 

0 

• 

— i. 

o 

o 

• 

GRAMOPHONE  RECORDS 

4 

2 

0 

2.  18.  6. 

BONES 

11 

8 

3 

16 

54.  7.  9. 

KITCHEN  WASTE 

338 

17 

2 

14 

538.  6.  4. 

CONDEMNED  FOODSTUFFS 

3 

2 

3 

3 

10.  19.  8. 

TOTAL: 

776 

2 

2 

23 

£2,560.  19.  7. 

000000O000000 
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